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he was fully occupied with frequent letters to newspapers,
several lectures and addresses, a preface to the reprint of
his old friend Cruikshank's Grimm, and the beginning1
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of a new botanical work, Proserpina, in addition to the
mineralogy, and, I believe, a renewed interest in classical
studies. Of the public addresses the most important was
that on " The Mystery of Life and its Arts," delivered
in the theatre of the Royal College of Science, Dublin
(May 13th), and printed in Sesame and Lilies.

Early in September he left home with Mr. William
Ward, his former assistant at the Working Men's College,
and after travelling up the Meuse spent a month at
Abbeville, where he was visited by Mr. C. E. Norton, and
by Mr. George Allen, then employed by him in engraving.
For the past five years Mr. Ruskin had found very little
time for drawing ; it was twenty years since his last-
sketching of French Gothic, except for a study (now at
Oxford), of the porch at Amiens, in 1856. He took up
the old work where he had left it, after writing the Seven
Lamps, with fresh interest and more advanced powers of
draughtsmanship, as shown in the picture engraved as
frontispiece to his "Poems," and in the pencil study of
the Place Amiral Courbet, now in the drawing school at
Oxford. And, returning home, he gave an account of his
autumn's work in the lecture at the Royal Institution,
January 29th, 1869, on the "Flamboyant Architecture of
the Valley of the Somme." This lecture was never pub-
lished in full; but part of the original text is printed in
the third chapter of the work we have next to notice,
The Queen of the Air. work. And indeed this year,
